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Dear Friends,  

This is about a fundraising appeal to enable the next iteration of the Sustainability Street Approach 

(SSA).     So many individuals, families and local communities have been changed and enriched by the 

Sustainability Street Approach (SSA).   I myself started as a member of the Blackburn Lakes SSA Village 

in 2005 and I write to you today as the treasurer of the not-for-profit Sustainability Street Institute (SSI) 

 

You be aware of the rigorous Victoria University evaluation study of the SSA which confirms that the 

Approach is among the ÒworldÕs bestÓ culture and behaviour change program.    Outstanding 

sustainability and social strengthening results were reported.  The SSA achieves this by providing the 

process, templates and the educational pedagogy to bring a group of passionate people together - it starts 

where they are at and guides them to understand sustainability, learning, community making and change.  

They change the world around them - street by street.  As Margaret Mead once opined  É   a small group 

of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.  A sentiment more 

recently echoed by the likes of Al Gore, Graeme Pearman and Ross Garnaut, in the face of frustrating, 

Òhigh levelÓ inaction. 

 

Since 2000, the aim of the SSA has been to make itself redundant.  Now, in 2010, there are a growing 

number of communities who have used the SSA Version 4.0 - DIY to set up their own, local 

sustainability led place.  This appeal is to assist in the creation of a Web 2.0 presence to gift SSA 4.0 to 

Òevery Street that wants itÓ É 

 

Web 2, with its social networking and education software technology will allow the creation of an 

Òonline City of Sustainability Street VillagesÓ, who can access and share with each other, two rich levels 

of content, engagement and opportunity É 



Level One:   The Online Community Itself É providing É 

¥ The stories and learning of many of the 200 SSA communities around Australia 

¥ Bulletin boards and fora  

¥ Think YouTube É imagine the possibilities of  É ÒSSA UsTubeÓ É  participants 

demonstrating their sustainability and Village Making accomplishments  

¥ And, most importantly, the driving narrative of the site will be to foster and equip the new, 

ÒonlineÓ community members/users to create Òreal-worldÓ sustainability groups in their 

local community.  

É  Tools to Grow Real World Communities!  Level Two:  

¥ As well as the new SSA 4.0 material, which revolves around the Shortcut to Sustainability 

Street DIY template and the self organising, grassroots possibilities it opens up É  

¥ Village making will be augmented with comprehensive on-line training and development 

using É  

o Moodle, powerful, internationally acclaimed education software, enabling a 

Òdistance SSA Train the Mentor courseÓ and step by step support in building a local 

sustainability group in their local place.  From the SCREENS to the STREETS É 

the cyber world triggering flesh and blood learning and action  

 

I urge you to donate to this appeal by returning to sustainabilitystreet.org.au and following the prompts.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

John Bergin 

Treasurer,  

Sustainability Street Institute Inc. 

 

 


