A prowing suburban conservation
maventent is rolling out across Ausiralia,
nurtoring lecal commumity groups whno
are working to Live sustainably and o save
their particular prtches of natuenl nssets,

That ecedogical sustainability needs
bre abvrut grassrools action is the realisation
at the heart of Sustatnabilioy Sireet, an
initiative of Frank Fyan and others from
Vior Baneicood, an organisation which
started ool in community theatre 20years
i ebore -::nminu up with a i.‘|'I1T|F|I:II'I'i|_:|'
crugaperment wod education grogran for
the natural environment in 2000,

ot we can all cleain wpr oo Titcle bit of i)
Kvim H:p]:lim

Todormation grimed Froem s irosid
suurce increases crodibility, Someonc
in your conmmuanity might koo o log
about peak ail, and wnother las a fuad
el knoowledpe about chooks, so this
information can be shensd through regula
1:|¢e|i|1E;; where a community ¢vabves its
ot plan ol actioon,

"Chur desp sustainability podagogy
irwvolves spurning deom and gloom, oot

getting on vour soaphow, and understanding

ibe Tk between turning om o light switch
and its effect on hiodiversity and the face of

ﬁé

-a..E
.T-I.'"]-":I'}'J‘EIU]'F c

AGE p T THEGE -

Aesidonts of the Dalray 5L Village, Blackown, Sydney, celebrate their

custalnabllity Streat graduation. reaee

herr endesrvoar is backed by ooensive
pudzpopy aimed at countering the
aogntivity, lethargy and sense of helplessness
that the covironment movemsnt has o
cleal with when tndivideals feel the global
environmment crisis &5 all oo moch,

Spstainalalinty Street is based an a’one
streed al a time” approach, where Local
commarnity members teach ach oiler
through o concepe called ‘comimuonivessity,
or asharing of expertiss in sustainable
Living o nalure conservation via learners-
centred swapping of information through
weord of mnuth, the forns of education maost
likely L lase, according to Frank Ryan,

T only o person and what cin Tded
e hiws an answer, found in Sustainability
Strect’s Saperr Cros ol Oz fee’
bk, fur environmicnial edocation.

"As A species we've alwiys passed on
stories of danger, and the message now is
that we can't clmon wp the whole woeld,

G

Auwstralia,” Bergin explains,

“[Mans are wndervay o fumd the
purchass of two buildings on the site for
g contre to educate mare peapls an the
subnerdss wher are increpsingly urbanized
and disconnected from the eartly.

“The program has proven a great
platform R bringiog the commuonity
iogether and we appreciace the role
Whitehorse Council played in introducing
Austainability Steoet as part of e " len-
Wision” policy he says,

Amother Snstainability Streel is jus
gutling II1H]HH‘..'.'.':¢' n i‘-.-1.11-i|:|n,54:|1_1ﬂ_:|
Awsrralia, supported by the Adelaide
& Mt Lofty Hanges MNotural Resournces
Management Board,

Anne Gibbone, Marion Cowncils
Sustatmalalisy Flanner for Environment, is
oversecing a pidot prograig thel encourages

The Sustainahbility Strect group fram Cromwell Court, Blackburn, are

custodians of vallay heathy farest trees - individually numbered -
and resident fauna, such as rainbow bnrikaets, o

4 MOUNLain pygmy s, for nsiance”

Cne Sustainabilicy Street group which
bies its epacente on Cromwel] Coort,
Tilackburn, in Melbowrse, can point (o
peal resulls alter Torming e vears ago.
It has committed to the conservation of
five hectares of rare bushlond, the precions
valley heathy Forest’ haliien type, adjacent
tn Blackbyrn Lake Sanctuary, and a
coeridor ol babitar along Gardiners Cresk,
which cvenneally fows into the Yarsa River,

fulm Bergin, from the Blackborn
sustainabilicy Strect growp, save theee are
only AU hectares of this habital type Jefi
in the Gippsland bioregion, vet it naed o
cover ot aastern Melhourne suburhs,
cxtending o Sale.

'Cher lamd features cver 350 indigenous
trees, including bwo stringylark ypes,
ahive grasses, proundeovers and fung,
There's also a breeding pair of powertul
vwls, une of anly S0 thought o exist in

precple to cranatorm their boames and
neighbourhonds into cnduring “areen’
ervirusenis,

Eocal residents have met moothly o
explare their interests inedusation o
protect theit own lecal eovironment.

T rakes a linle whils for members to
seftle on 2 projoct for developiment, ane
that they feel they “own™ 5o far the pilot is
geving well with more people comning along
each month, Gibbons ooplains.

Mo withe over 130 active commumi-
ties, Sustainability Street is op and coniing
i several states, priomarily Victorin and
Mieww South Wales, but docs not vet ave
a presence in Tasmaniz or the MNorthern

Tecritory, Several projects are aboul W get

underway 1o the ACT and Chaeensland,
@ Christine Williams

Maore information:
wewwauslasbilieslreet. org.an




